PRAYER LIST
If you or a loved one would like to be added to the prayer list, please contact Lorna
McCullough at 475-6026. If you put a name on the list, please keep in touch and let
us know how he/she is doing as names will be removed after 3 weeks. During the
week, please pray for:

Military personnel stateside and overseas Tracy Brinkley
Becci Cagle Sharon Van Vechten Debbie Hill
Wayne Leonard Andrea Cain Mike Schartiger
Jane Dorton The Jabez Williams family Tom Walker
Louise Doyle Sam and Elaine Branson Christina Murillo
Wes McDowell Sharon Hepler Erica Bailey
Norman Crews Monte & Bertie Siler Martha Cox

Laura Ann Boyles

CHRISMONS
THE CRE’CHE

A On the lowest branches of our tree, our youngest visitors
will find the Cre’che. Although most Chrismons are
symbolic, this one is pictorial.

Opportunities Through The Week

SUNDAY, December 25

Daily Bible Reading-Luke 1:46-55
CHRISTMAS DAY

NO Nursery Care

9:45 Sunday School

10:00 R. L. Pope Class: Bill Cates
11:00 Worship Service-Sanctuary
MONDAY, December 26

Daily Bible Reading-Psalm 105:16-22
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

NO Praise Team Rehearsal-Jarrett Hall
7:00 Scouts

TUESDAY, December 27

Daily Bible Reading-Acts 7:9-16
WEDNESDAY, December 28

Daily Bible Reading-Luke 22:39-46
NO Fellowship Meal

NO Program

NO Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY, December 29

Daily Bible Reading-1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Disciple IV Bible Study returns 1/12/12
10:30 Chicks-Parlor

FRIDAY, December 30

Daily Bible Reading-Psalm 119:25-32
SATURDAY, December 31

Daily Bible Reading-Genesis 39:1-6
SUNDAY, January 1

Daily Bible Reading-Genesis 39:7-21a
New Years Day

8:30 Nursery Care

9:45 Sunday School

10:00 R. L. Pope Class: Jim McGhee
11:00 Worship Service-Sanctuary
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Canned Meats, Beef Stew
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THANK YOU
| would like to thank the members of the Altar and Arts Committee for their hours of work
during this Advent. A Special thank you is expressed to Mark Leonard and Randy Trotter
for sharing their talents. A special thank you also to the Fellowship Class and the New
Beginning’s Class for decorating the tree in the CEC. The Chrismon Committee
continues to share their dedication thru the beautiful Chrismon Tree. Truly we enter a

place where we can have a conversation with God that carries with us into our daily lives,
Jane Leonard, Chair of Altar and Arts.

Merry Christmas.
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CHURCH FINANCES
In order to keep everyone up to date on our church finances, we will be printing the year
to date expenses and income in the bulletin and Messenger.

Year-to-date Income as of 11/30/2011 $748,570.59
Year-to-date Expenses as of 11/30/2011 $715,672.88
Net Income as of 11/30/2011 $ 32,897.71

Copies of the 2011 budget are available upon request. Contact either Jerry Smith 475-
6597 or Peggy May 472-7718-ext. 22. Have you considered making your weekly or
monthly contribution to the church online through your bank?
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December Twenty Fifth, Two Thousand Eleven

CHRISTMAS DAY

Welcome to the family of God known as Memorial United Methodist Church. Here we
believe all people are God'’s children and related to us through Jesus Christ. Please,
take time to fill out a registration form this morning. As it is passed back toward
the center aisle prior to the Offering, use it to get to know persons seated near you. If
you wish to become a member of this church, please indicate that. If you need to talk
with a minister, write a notation on the bottom of the sheet and include your home
and work phone numbers, or email address. We trust that you will experience the
love and power of the risen Christ with us this morning.

Our Mission is to follow Jesus Christ as a caring community of believers who-
enabled by God'’s Grace-seek to grow spiritually, share the Gospel, love and serve
all people, and live the Christian faith in our daily lives.




ORDER OF WORSHIP
MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

December 25, 2011 11:00 A.M.
Morning Worship Broadcast over WGOS-AM 1070

CHRISTMAS DAY

GATHERING

WE MEDITATE ON CHRISTMAS DAY

Prelude Selected Carols

arr. Fischer

Mr. Brian Vannoy

Lighting of the Altar Candles
Chiming of the Hour
WE CELEBRATE ON CHRISTMAS DAY
*Christmas Day Acclamation Dr. Ivan Peden
Minister: Christ is born; give him glory!
People: Christ has come down from heaven; receive him!
Christ is now on earth; exalt him!

Minister: O you earth, sing to the Lord!
People: O you nations, praise him in joy, for he has been glorified!

*Greeting and Passing of the Peace

After exchanging signs of peace with one another, the congregation sings:

Let There Be Peace On Earth

Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me; let there be peace on earth, the
peace that was meant to be. With God our creator, children all are we. Let us walk
with each other in perfect harmony. Let peace begin with me; let this be the
moment now. With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow: to take each
moment and live each moment in peace eternally. Let there be peace on earth, and
let it begin with me.

Welcome, and Parish Notes
Lighting of the Christ Candle Mitchel & Elaine Rabon
Sung Response:

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; cast out our sin, and

enter in, be born in us today. We hear the Christmas angels the great glad
tidings tell; O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!

A Medley of Christmas Carols Dr. Danny Frye
Please remain seated as Dr. Frye leads us in a selection of our favorite carols.

Time with our Children Reverend Lynda Hepler
All sing the first verse of Away In A Manger as the children gather in the Chancel area:
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.
When the children return to their seats, all sing the third verse:
Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay
close by me forever, and love me I pray;
bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
and fit us for heaven to live with thee there.

WE PRAY ON CHRISTMAS DAY

A Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession for Christmas Day = Reverend Peggy Finch
Minister: Let us pray:
Holy God, heaven and earth are met this day
in the newborn Child, Savior of the world.
People: We celebrate Christ’s birth;
for in him you come to be close to us,
that we may be close to you.
Minister: Especially, we give thanks
for the birth, life, death, and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ
and all he means to us,
for prospects of peace in the world,
for confidence in your almighty love,
for those who generously give,
for those who graciously receive,
for the Church’s nurturing us in the faith.
People: God of all mercy, as you have come in Jesus Christ to be our
guest, inspire our hearts to a hospitality
that welcomes all your children in his name.
Minister: Especially we pray for those who have not heard your good news,
for the sick and suffering,
for those who know no laughter, only tears,
for those who govern and rule,
for those enslaved by tyranny,
for prisoners of addiction or abuse,
for the Church as a refuge for the needy.
People: All this we pray in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

WE GIVE ON CHRISTMAS DAY
The Offering
Offertory A Joyous Change on ‘God Rest You Merry’ Andrews

**“What Can I Give Him”
“What can I give him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; if 1
were a Wise Man, I would do my part, yet what I can I give him: give my heart.”

*Prayer of Dedication Reverend Rodney Denton

WE HEAR ON CHRISTMAS DAY

*Hymn of Preparation, UMH No. 234 O Come, All Ye Faithful (verses 1,2, 3, & 6)
J.F. Wade/ADESTE FIDELES

*Gospel Lesson John 1:1-14
Minister: This is the Gospel of our Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ!

Reverend Finch

Christmas Day Message God’s Dream Realized Dr. Peden

WE RESPOND ON CHRISTMAS DAY

Go, Tell It on the Mountain
Afro-American Spiritual/GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN

During the singing of this hymn, you are invited to go forward to kneel at the
Communion Rail and offer silent prayers of celebration and dedication on this
Christmas Day.

*Hymn of Response, UMH No. 251

*Benediction Dr. Peden

*Postlude Postlude On ‘Adeste Fideles’ Thiman

*Please stand, as you are able.
+Please pass the registration pads at this time

LARGE PRINT HYMNALS are available in the Narthex. Just ask an usher if you
need one. Chief Usher: Gerry Crowder Leaders: Don Clinard, Carey Eanes, Zeb
Hanner, J. H. Williams, Charles Wade Today’s Ushers: Debbie & William Hinkle,
Roger Bryant, Bill Mills, Mark Leonard. Today’s Greeters: Griff Usher, Karen
Green, Wayne Kearns, Barbara Price, Charles Wade.

HEARING DEVICES are available in the Narthex. Please ask an usher for assistance.

Participating in today’s service:
The Reverend Doctor Ivan Peden, Senior Minister
The Reverend Rodney W. Denton, Associate Minister
The Reverend Lynda C. Hepler, Minister of Children and Families
Dr. Danny Frye, Music Director
Mr. Brian Vannoy, Organist
Tara Oldaker, Acolyte
Mr. & Mrs. Mitchel Rabon, Lighting The Christ Candle

The Season of Christmas Begins....
Our word “Christmas” comes from the Old English “Christes Maesse” or
Christ’'s Mass. The season begins, of course, with Christmas Day and lasts
until the twelfth night, the eve of the Feast of Epiphany on January 6. The
liturgical color for Christmas is white, symbolic of purity and joy.
Altar and Arts Committee




