“Reality Christianity” 2010 Winter Preaching Series — Part 2: “Real Love”

1 Corinthians 13:4-7; Matthew 22:36-40; John 13:35

Second Sunday after Epiphany: January 1, 2010

A sermon by the Rev. Dr. Ivan H.M. Peden Copyright: 2010, 1. Peden
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In one of Charles Schulz’s classic Peanuts comic strips, Lucy is seen leaning on
Schroeder’s piano. Schroeder is playing the piano and Lucy looks at him and asks:
“Schroeder, do you know what love 1s?”” Schroeder stands up, looks straight out at the
reader, and says: “Love is a noun ... ‘a strong affection for or attachment or devotion to a
person or persons.”” He promptly sits back down again, starts playing the piano once again,
and ignores Lucy ...whereupon Lucy looks out at the reader, and with an exasperated look on
her face, she says: “On paper, he’s great!” Some would say rather cynically: “When it comes
to the subject of love, if the truth be told, Christians are great on paper!”

With what has happened in Haiti this past week we Christians are presented with yet
another opportunity to show real love and prove that when it comes to love we are not just
great on paper. Already the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is on the
ground in Haiti providing relief. An appeal has gone out from our Bishop to support the
Advance Special Fund that has been set up to funnel our contributions directly to the
UMCOR relief efforts in Haiti. Volunteer in Mission Teams will be organized and leave in
the near future to assist with relief and recovery efforts for an extended period.

We, United Methodists, are known for hearts that the Holy Spirit has warmed,
compelling us to respond with love and compassion in the face of desperate human pain and
suffering. Confronted by the Haitian crisis, we must rise to the occasion and try to provide
financial and practical resources of huge proportions to match the enormity of the tragedy.

Someone once said that “service is love with its sleeves rolled up.” We better roll up
our sleeves and express in very tangible ways what it means to love the Lord with heart, and
soul, and mind, and to love our neighbors as we love ourselves through humble and sincere
service. We better prove that we are great servants of the Lord and not merely great on
paper. This may sound clichéd but it is time to “walk the walk,” not simply “talk the talk.”

There may be occasions when it is timely and appropriate to stand on the corner of






