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2011 SENIOR PASTOR’S REPORT!

Two new ministry opportunities are presently being organized with the help of the clergy: a
support group for people who find themselves in care-giving roles, and a pilot program to initiate the
formation of more small groups for spiritual formation and faithful discipleship. While our clergy are
involved initially in these initiatives, it is expected that the ministries will be led by able lay persons.
Examples of strong ministries that are more laity driven include the formation and leadership of a new
Sunday School class for young married couples, the Prayer Shawl ministry, the provision of meals for
those who are bereaved and/or recovering from serious surgery, an intercessory ministry for those who
request prayer for themselves and/or others in need, an active Homebound Ministry, follow-up ministry
of visitors and prospects (shared with the pastors and Evangelism Committee), Program of Christian
Discipleship (a four-week orientation and assimilation program for prospective and new members),
annual Stewardship Campaign (very ably led by the laity at Memorial), investment and overseeing of
financial resources (budgeting, investing and managing Foundation funds, overseeing building and
equipment maintenance, security, parking, etc. with the assistance of a volunteer Church Properties
Administrator and an employed Superintendent of Buildings and Grounds), Scout Ministry, Altar and
Arts Committee, to name a few.

The somewhat rare opportunities for laity to minister to clergy were extra special this past year.
The Staff Parish Relations Committee have been generous and caring in their insistence that the clergy
make time for themselves for spiritual, physical, mental, and emotional renewal. This is in addition to
the clergy’s annual vacation and continuing education opportunities which are both expected in the
normal course of ministry. The SPRC and congregation were compassionate and caring in their ministry
to both Peggy Finch and myself during times of family loss (Peggy) and personal health crisis (Ivan). A
beautiful experience of healing and spiritual renewal occurred during the Finch Preaching Mission when
the entire congregation came forward to the Communion rail to pray with me. It happened during one of
the services after I had shared some aspects of my struggle with depression and requested prayer for a
new freshness of God’s spirit. I now consider that experience to be one of the spiritual highlights of my
entire ministry with a similar spiritual dynamic as my confirmation (conversion) and ordination services.

The ministry of Memorial beyond the walls of our beautiful Gothic sanctuary was expressed in
many creative and some in innovative ways. To name a few: the launching of a brand new ministry —
Project Divine Interruption — which provides Memorial with an opportunity to extend a ministry of
compassion and relief to displaced children in the Thomasville City schools (this grew out of the vision
of one of our members and to date has raised close to $30,000 and received national recognition); Angel
Food Ministry (which was a national subsidized food distribution ministry that closed down in August);
support for Cooperative Community Ministries; participation in the Lexington District Impact Commu-
nity program; Fall Festival for children of the wider community; a Parents’ Summit to equip parents of
young families; UMW support for missions; Vacation Bible School which attracts many children from
the wider community; Appalachian Service Project mission trip during the summer, and the participation
of several members in overseas missions trips. God continues to bless this church with gifted and strong
lay persons in ministry, with dedicated staff, and with faithful servants who reach out in the name of
Jesus Christ to extend a ministry of grace and mercy to al/l people. It embodies the United Methodist
slogan: Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors.

Ivan Peden, Senior Minister, presented this report to the 2011 Charge Conference

NOTE: Since this report was given in November, two new ministry opportunities have opened up:
“Empty bowls” and “Circles Ministry to the Poor”, more information coming later.

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE: Ritual of Imposition of Ashes
February 22, 2012, after Fellowship dinner we will have an
Ash Wednesday Service in the Sanctuary at 6:30PM.
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FELLOWSHIP PARTNERS

Remember in your prayers,
send a card, or plan a visit

Helen Bray

Pine Ridge Rehab & Health Ctr.
706 Pineywood Rd. # 110
Thomasville, NC 27360

Irene Swaim
2550 Gumwood Road
Thomasville, NC 27360

Elaine Branson

Pine Ridge Rehab & Health Center
706 Pineywood Road Room 117
Thomasville, NC 27360

UNITED MEETHODIST WONIEN

CIRCLE MEETINGS
Monday, February 20 - 10:00am - Morning Circle, Scout Room
Hostess: Bettie Bryant, Lynda Stone
Study: "Yes, Lord, I Have Sinned, But I Have
Several Excellent Excuses"
6:00pm - Evening Circle, Baptist Children's Home Family Resource Center
503 Briggs Ave.
Study: "Longing To Pray, How The Psalms Teach Us To Talk With God"
Led by Dorann Edwards

2012 UMW Reading Program

Anyone in the church is welcome to read any of the books we have available from the
2012 UMW Reading Program book list. The books are kept in the UMW section of the Church
Library. The UMW shelves are on the left in the front of the room. Please sign your name, the
book title, and the date for each book that is borrowed. Later, add the date the book is returned to
the shelf.

Members of United Methodist Women can receive a reading certificate for reading at least
5 books from the 2008-2012 lists, one book from each category. The categories are Education for
Mission, Leadership Development, Nurturing for Community, Social Action, and Spiritual Growth.

Because there are now 5 categories, participation in the Reading Plans has had some
changes. In order to participate in each plan, a specific number of books must be read and reported
by December.
The new plan requirements follow:
Plan I: 5 books per year
Plan II: 10 books per year
Plan III: 15 books per year
Plan IV: 20 books per year

Five new books from the 2012 Reading List have been purchased and are available from
the UMW lending library. These books and their respective categories are I Am Nujood, Age 10
and Divorced (Nurturing for Community), Thunder Over Kandahar (Education for Mission), Sold
(Social Action), Because He Lives: Faith, Hope and Love in Action (Education for Mission), and
Ostriches, Dung Beetles and Other Spiritual Masters: A Book on Wisdom from the Wild (spiritual
Growth).

WE SUPPORT OUR HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS AND

WE KNOW YOU WILL TOO!
Honor your Valentine. For $5.00 per name you can purchase a
Valentine in honor or in memory of those persons special to you.
All funds go to the UMW Scholarship Fund.
Submission deadline is, February 6th.
Valentines will be printed on Sunday, February 12.
NAME:

In Honor of In Memory of

GIVEN BY:

Please list names exactly as you wish them to appear.
Please make checks payable to United Methodist Women, and marked
Aival entine Scholarship. o
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF THIS IMPORTANT
OUTREACH FOR OUR HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS!



MEMORIALS AND HONORARIA
In Memory of Paul Bowles & Hardin Joyce-By: Gerry &
Steve Arthur, Kathryn, Cindy and Alicia
In Memory of W. Darrell Whitley; Stokes E. “Sonny”
Hepler, Jr. -By: Bill Mills
In Memory of Jesse L. & Pauline Finch-By: Tom & Carolyn
Bennett
In Memory of Earl & Anna Bella Connor-By: Michael &
Susan Connor
In Memory of Lt. Col. “Dick” Kennedy-By Bill Mills
In Honor of Anne & Frank Rankin; Bill Mills; Linda &
Eddie Childers; Nancy Murr; Tracy Bennett; Faye Kanoy,
Glenda & David Turner, Susannah Newsome-By: Carol &
Mike Bryant
In Honor of Dr. & Mrs. Jim McGhee & Memorial Church
Staff-By: Joe & Barbara Greeson
In Honor of Greg, Melissa, Madyson & Eli York-By: Beth
Todd
In Honor of Peggy Finch-By: Charles & Bettie Rowe
In Honor of Camille & Lloyd Higgins-By: Joe & Barbara
Greeson
In Honor of Jessie Collett for her 90th Birthday-By: Eddie &
Jane Black
In Honor of Janie Manuel-By: Mike & Carol Bryant
In Honor of Janice Manuel-By: Mike & Carol Bryant
In Honor of Coit & Angie Templeton-By: Eddie & Jane Black

Memorials and Honoraria may be given any time to be used in any
fund such as: music, van, mis
tionary, Chicks-with-Sticks, building, staff appreciation, scholarships
and any of your Sunday school classes.
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church news! (NorthState Customers and others may have
add rdenton@mumectville.org to your NorthState address
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If you have a smartphone with a bar code scanner app, use this QR code to

access our website!

WEDNESDAY EVENING PROGRAMS
5:30 PM supper and 6:15 PM program.

2/1 TBA

2/8 Childrends Program
2/15 7BA

2/22  Ash Wednesday Service-Sanctuary

2/29 Four Part DVD Lenten Series begins

Dinner will cost $6.50 per adult and 34.00 per child children
(preschool eat free); maximum for family is $15.00. The deadline for
reservations each week is Tuesday at 12 noon. Please call the church
office: 336-472-7718. ALSO NOTE: August 17th will be our first
fellowship supper back from summer break, EVERYONE needs to
call into the church office for reservations, please indicate if it is to
be put on the standing list.

CHURCH FINANCES
In order to keep everyone up to date on our church finances, we will be printing
the year to date expenses and income in the bulletin and Messenger.

Total Income for the Year Ended December 31, 2011 $840,231.66
Total Expenses for the Year Ended December 31, 2011 $806,221.12
Net Income for the Year Ended December 31, 2011 $ 34,010.54

Copies of the 2011 budget are available upon request. Contact either Jerry Smith
475-6597 or Peggy May 472-7718-ext. 22. Have you considered making your

wepkly or mggtglpantrilaJQOH tg the &l}urgh onling thrqughg/qurbgnky? o
THANK YOU FOR YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT IN 2011
We would like to give thanks to the Lord for his blessings on this church
and to the persons making contributions for the year 2011. Instead of a
net deficit as projected in our budget for 2011, our church ended the year
with a net income of $34,010.54. How wonderful is that! We are
thankful for the contributions received and the cost cutting efforts of so
many who helped to make this possible and to ensure that the Lord's
work continues with great strength in our church.

~ The Pastors and the Finance Committee
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ALTERNATIVE GIFTS 2011 UPDATE
CCM: $2,062
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY: $175
MEALS ON WHEELS: $1,060
(i K $ROPKTINGINE TERRIPTION: %1153 S as
UMCOR: $465
DAVIDSON MEDICAL MINISTRIES: $328

T IRLS CLUB: $485
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76E MINISTRI ' :
START WITH ONE KENYA: $535
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OUTLIERS:
MINISTERS DISCRETIONARY FUND:
MUSIC MINISTRY: $150
SHEPHERD’S INN: $100
AGAPE: $50
COMMUNITIES IN SCHOOLS: $25
GRAND TOTAL: $7,448

PROJECT DIVINE INTERRUPTION 2011 UPDATE

PDI LAUNCHED ON VALENTINE’S DAY 2011 WITH A GOAL OF
RAISING $5,000 THROUGH POSTER SALES ( 500 POSTERS AT $10
EACH). WE FAR SURPASSED THIS GOAL BY SELLING POSTERS,

ACCEPTING DONATIONS FROM FOUNDATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS,
“THE DIVINE RIDE” AND ALTERNATIVE GIFTS. THE TOTAL
AMOUNT RAISED IN 2011 WAS $30, 545!!

$100
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MUMKIids NEWS

February 8th: Children's Musical Production of "Esther"
6:15pm in Jarrett Hall

February 12 - GLOW Kids will meet from 3pm- 4:30pm

MUMYOUTH NEWS February 19 - Mission Possible Kids meet from 5-7pm.

Sunday Night UMYF is from 5-7 PM

(unless otherwise specified, High School & Middle School) SAVE THE DATE! Lexington District Children’s Retreat:
"Back to the Future of the Church" is April 20 & 21 at Camp
FEBRUARY 5 6¢ 10 PM (or end of game) Walter Johnson in Denton. This overnight retreat is for chil-

dren Kindergarten through 5th grade. Registration Deadline
is March 29th! Cost $35 per child, discounts for additional
attendees. Contact Lynda Hepler for more details:
lhepler@mumctville.org

Super Bowl Party
Come a watch the football fun (or at least the commercials)!
We will have lots of food, inflatable fun, and more...

FEBRUARY 12 5¢7PM

aL{{Lhb bLEDINGY A GF/2INJ FONI Y& ¢ Every Week:
FEBRUARY 19 5¢7PM Sunday School:
t whDw! aY @&t NI & SNE Music 9:45am- 10am
Godly Play 10am -10:45am
FEBRUARY 26 5¢7PM
GAME NIGHT Kids Own Worship 8:50am & 11am services
WINTERJAM 2012 Nursery Care:
February 4
3 PM (Meet at the church) Return by 11 PM Sunday from 8:30am -12noon
Greenshoro Coliseum Wednesday Evenings 6pm-7:30pm

Cost is $10 at the door.

CONFIRMATION

Parent meeting is scheduled for February 19
First Class will be March 4

This is open to all Youth 6th to 12th grade

ASP TRAINING #2
February 19 H

7-8PM a PPY
YOUNG ADULT SKI TRIP V L ‘1"

February 2426 a e g 'he f

$150.00

Winter Place Ski Resort % D ay (
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EMPTY BOWLS Please make plans to join us for Lenten lunch, in

Today, 49 million people IN THIS COUNTRY the CEC each Sunday after the 11:00 WOI'Shlp
are experiencing hjuSege.r é
17 million of which are CHILDREN. Feb 26th.. TBA
Hopefully, this will open our souls to this March 4th.. ASP
extensive need as we prepare to host March 11th. TBA

AEmMpt Bowl so :
on Fridapral}/ch 23rd March 18th...Fellowship class

in the CEC. March 25th...RL Pope
MUCH MORE ON THIS SOON!!! April 1st...UMW
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